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ABSTRACT

The present investigation pursued three principal objectives: 1. to develop and validate the quality of the
digital-based career competency curriculum for older adults in Phetchabun Province. 2. to implement the
developed curriculum: 2.1) to compare older adults’ knowledge and understanding on digital competencies before
and after the training; 2.2) to compare older adults digital-based career competencies after the training against
the 70 percent criterion; 3. to examine the level of satisfaction of the developed curriculum. A research and
development (R&D) framework comprised three stages. During stage |, which focused on the development and
validation of the digital-based career competency curriculum for older adults in Phetchabun Province, the
researcher prepared a comprehensive curriculum implementation manual. The manual containing six instructional
session plans spanning 24 total hours was submitted to a panel of five content specialists for evaluation of its
suitability. The research instruments included a curriculum suitability rating scale, a user manual, a knowledge
achievement test, and a digital competency performance rubric. In stage I, the developed curriculum was piloted
with 30 older adult participants selected through purposive sampling, employing a one-group pretest—posttest
experimental design. Stage Il evaluated participants’ satisfaction with the developed curriculum using a satisfaction
questionnaire. Data were statistically analyzed using percentage, mean, standard deviation, one -sample t-test,
and Dependent Samples t-test.

The findings could be summarized as follows: 1. The developed curriculum.comprised eight key components:
context and rational, underlying principles, goals and.objectives, curriculum. structure, training activity formats,
time framework, instructional media and technologiées, and measurement and evaluation. Based on evaluation by
five experts, the overall suitability of the developed curriculum-was rated at a high level of appropriateness
(X = 4.32, S.D. = 0.13). 2. The results.of .the developed. curriculum implementation indicated that: 2.1) Older
adults’ knowledge and understanding of digital compeétencies after the intervention were higher than those before
the intervention at the .05 level of significance. 2.2) Older adults’ digital -based career competencies after
the intervention were statistically significantly higher than 70% criterion at the .05 level of significance.
3. The participants’ satisfaction with the intervention using the developed curriculum was at the highest level

(X =4.57,SD. =0.45).

Keywords: Digital-Based Career Competency, Older Adults
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