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The Use of Figurative Language in Travel Literature:
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Abstract
This research article aims to examine the use of figurative language in the travel

literature Royal Journey to Chanthaburi, composed by King Chulalongkorn (Rama V). The

study employs a documentary research methodology within the framework of figurative
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language, which evokes mental images through descriptive expression. Five types of
imagery are considered: visual, auditory, olfactory, gustatory, and tactile. The findings reveal
the presence of four types of imagery; visual, auditory, sustatory, and tactile while olfactory
imagery is absent. Among these, visual imagery is the most extensively employed, as it
conveys information across various dimensions such as color, size, shape, position, and
quantity. Figurative language is often combined with comparison, thereby enhancing the
reader’s understanding and strengthening the vividness of imagery. Consequently, Royal
Journey to Chanthaburi holds significance both in terms of literary value and as a historical

document that clearly reflects the cultural and social context of Chanthaburi in the past.

Keywords: figurative language; Royal Journey to Chanthaburi; travel literature
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