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Abstract

“Superheroes in the Real World: A Literary Critique on Gender and Social Struggle”
is a literary review of the short story collection DRAG QUEEN and Other Superheroes. The

article aims to explore issues of gender, social strugsle, and the redefinition of superheroes

in the context of real-world experiences. The analytical framework draws on Queer Theory,
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Symbolism, and Social Satire. The analysis encompasses the author’s backeground, narrative
structure, character development, and storytelling techniques, such as scene alternation,
symbolic representation, and social satire. In particular, the character “Nop” represents the
LGBTQ+ community, confronting pressures from family and society. The study’s findings
suggest that the literature reflects internal conflicts, processes of self-liberation from
patriarchal power, and the healing of childhood traumas.

The social value of this work lies in its promotion of gender diversity, its critique of
conservative norms, and its ability to inspire readers to discover the “superhero” within
themselves. Ultimately, this book is not only a literary achievement but also a social text

that illuminates the complexities of human identity in contemporary society.
Keywords: Superhero, Gender Identity, Social Strugsle, Self-discovery, Social Critique
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