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Abstract

This article aims to examine the role of local administrative organizations in promoting
grassroots democracy, which serves as a fundamental foundation for democratic development
in Thai society. The study employs a documentary research approach by analyzing relevant
concepts, theories, and academic studies related to local governance, public participation, and
democratic development. The analysis focuses on the roles of local administrative organizations
in enhancing citizen participation, fostering democratic values, reducing social inequality, and
strengthening good governance at the local level.

The findings indicate that local administrative organizations play a crucial role in creating
opportunities for public participation in decision-making processes, promoting civic awareness,
and encouraging citizens to engage in local development activities. These organizations also
function as key mechanisms for decentralization, enabling communities to manage their own
resources and respond effectively to local needs. However, several challenges remain, including
limitations in administrative autonomy, budgetary constraints, insufficient human resources, and
persistent political culture issues that hinder the effective development of grassroots
democracy. The article suggests that strengthening grassroots democracy requires concrete
decentralization policies, capacity building for local officials, continuous promotion of public
participation, and the establishment of transparent and accountable governance systems. If
these measures are effectively implemented, local administrative organizations will be able to
serve as a strong foundation for sustainable democratic development and contribute to long-
term social stability and development in Thailand.

Keywords: Local Administrative Organizations, Grassroots Democracy, Public Participation, Good

Governance, Local Development
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