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Abstract

This research aims to (1) analyze the role and responsibilities of
the Central Islamic Committee of Thailand from 1997 to 2023, (2) analyze
the relationship and impact between the Central Islamic Committee of

Thailand and the political parties, and (3) study the approaches of the
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political parties in aligning with the Central Islamic Committee of Thailand.
This research is the mixed methods research. The study begins with
qualitative research followed by quantitative analysis. Qualitative data was
collected through in-depth interviews with members of the Central Islamic
Committee of Thailand, politicians, academics, and Muslim religious
leaders, while quantitative data was gathered using a questionnaire,
contributed by members of the Central Islamic Committee nationwide.
Findings indicate alignment between qualitative and quantitative
research, showing that the Central Islamic Committee of Thailand adheres
to the roles and responsibilities outlined in the Islamic Organization
Administration Act of 1997. The Committee maintains supportive
relationships with politicians. That is, political parties gain popularity from
the Muslim community, and the Muslim community benefits from the
implementation of political policies. The Committee has been wielding
greater informal influence than formal authority by using personal
connections. The study recommends that political parties follows the
principle of Shura (the consultation) in addressing Islamic issues for the

political parties.

Keywords: Central Islamic Committee of Thailand; Political policy

formulation; Political party
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