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Abstract

Not all floods are caused by nature, but mankind’s activities also affect floods. The
English common law on flooding nuisance is a long-established area of environmental law
where a flood event can have far reaching effects on people and the environment. This is
obviously important for property rights issues such as the rights to defend their own
property from flooding and the unlawful interference with a person’s use or enjoyment
of their own property. This academic article aims to briefly examine common law on
flooding nuisance under the English legal system that shall reflect a balance between the
rights to protect property from flooding and the duty to take [reasonable] flood defence
action.
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1. UNUI

Q
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Tudsemasangy anunisaiiivia (flooding) WudunmevidedvegrmiliieniSuniu
Tgnnde (flood) loraiinananngtviulutiuamiailaniedwiutuinegsdundu tns
amwuﬂﬂsaiﬁgmauﬁmmaﬂixmiﬁ’lﬁ’@mﬁm 2 Usymsseiuiufidie (Envionmental Agency,
2009) (1) Us¢n13usn 1vmansssusd (natural flood) Suinvinduinnogremdnudenudinn
sardosfnsetuduszernamil lnsdnvasivhunnsssumnfdeuilfsssuiluiiviessi
ihlunziagann auindeduneiushivieneilmeia (dviudunas) vilsilualuviaenans
\nzanuviedsgnadisfiegluvinamuillndifes daunmransrsumaiiiatunduszdanan
sgvumiinuidsemila iuegfurunavesamedwiudingm Senndudwhudisadnioswiniy
fonaarsnansgnuiiisadntessouyud dniuazdaunden wivnniduansssumavunelngi
oA sHanTENUeg1sRtuNay (vindundu) vieogmindeuywd dniuarAanndeudusan
sgnufiintuensfuiiuiinnudeneluanild (2) Ussnsiiaes dwihwAnannisnssiives
uywd (man-made flood) duhvhafiisannsuimsdanisifiianaianeliAntviawaini
fisvurglaiviuvhsiiviedwihunnmseaduremesuinudumessuiet aaeaaudimiesy
doswnanmeszunedilueins wnganuniedsgnaiisonenvuinaudems (du ve
sruneindeiy vesvuietdu vieszuiethaieuenaians vieszuiethanada) wietiviusu
deunnfdsiarnmnaszueiassasitnienssuisiionyufiau (Committee on
Climate Change, 2012) %ﬂumﬂﬁﬁﬂmuLﬁ@mﬂmiﬂizﬁwaawwémmmdaIﬁLﬁmﬁwLa'auaa
Tuvinamisuinalaludnuuzduivhugs (low levels of inundation) tfu (Donald Houston
etal, 2001) a’mﬁﬁflmmmumdwmﬂﬁimmaﬂ,f\]a%’m?aﬁmﬁumamaﬁ;m%aﬂa'aaﬂazazLa*ahi@u,a
yasruneihiegluiifuvesny suluammliiRsaniunsaidmhsdsiviiliiminseduiues
Junguinuiuiidusveniiouthuriedsedulainluvaddurinaiiuiidmivomaag
vilsyanalauds viliAnanudemevionansenuseeunts nindauvieansedmiegiile
Redumssdudinussiriuveaiioutuvioyaravilanalauds lasezdeaduluinvouse
ArandsmeiiAntuseiioutiu

wnfiarsananusznuiniuniee ludrsiu Adeusesiansanseldidglisuanuds
mearniminvhudaiidosnisldsunmadeeanudemelinduiuggiuniu Tnsanzogies
nsBeeinduAudgueiiukitunsaldandulnumaunu (compensation) (Derbyshire County
Council, 2015) SulownannisadlaadredsfinrnemainievdesUarasiaslsiguanisszue

Y
°

UiegluneunssudvdmuauaisuingAnisaluazauioussiiniu vaiduingeuwsunsnddu
A AndensIAAd wasArvadselovinnminddulussninadiifnanunsaiimudsinig (Peter
wynn, 2004) lumendufiufdendesdidneliinaudemennnisasiaevsadineliguaing
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Wergranudemgliglasuainudsmearnmgdiviudeinduanggiusiau (Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister, 2002)

unanairnsatiuilisesuneuasinneinguineaeuteuss SnguAsiiuaniunisal
dwiha dvhsdanmsaslaiarnamaiwieudesdazasioadumeliiinaniunsaiiwiuds
Mntigedudwosiuinguinuiuiidusvesiiouturietuseduluaidnluvudsluuiion
fufiduin deldAnm uidsmedesuniiouasnindauroaiiontuniun NOMUNYABUNOUADT
Sangu (ngyansaiaussmddangy) frasangy (HAnINYIAagangy) I¥a¥19tuanuud
Aadeluafifsatuaniunisaiiwihwilénmdninasimen ool fedrsduidos uduu
S ifinate Ul undninasinmangmneaeuteuasiieatuaaunisaiivhuill Ty
La‘wwaéwqéﬂwé’ﬂﬂgmmaazLﬁmwﬁaEJLmﬁmwmﬂamumiaﬁﬁmu (Tort of Flooding Nuisance)

frmasanguldiaumannguunspsuusuasinnaelidunisaniz

2. ngwmaﬁﬂmmaeé’qnqw

nsAnwIngunet i (Flood Law) vesssmassnquutseanidu 2 dawudeftu dau
usn ngeatednuaisnys (Statutory Law) ldun ngvaneatednuaisnusiinstulaedie
TRTnyaAvdessan (Parliament) fvuaeuduiusseninedgiuninsnuvesiglugugiiving
muﬁuaq%’gvﬁuaqﬁﬂﬁmﬁw%ﬂ15?11515::143mu@mﬁaﬂaqf“fuwaﬂi:wué’uLﬁaqmmﬂamumszﬁﬁfw
vhuvorimuamuduiusseninadgiuenvulugiusiienvudugiddnlddudoviodudils
Sunanszmuananunsaiiwhariamensiwazniedon Inslanzetebenguineindaenisums
Fansanuidesainnnziviag iy wssiwﬁ’zyzﬁadﬁwﬁwiwLLazmiU'%msé’fﬂmiﬁw 2010
(Flood and Water Management Act 2010) W'ﬁz‘iwﬁigiﬁaizmaﬁwuau 1991 (Land Drainage
Act 1991) LLazwwswﬁmzﬁaﬂaqﬁumaﬁq 1949 (Coast Protection Act 1949) (UK
Environmental Law Association, 2017) duflans m;]wmmalmauaaf (Common Law) baikn
nusnefignimuasunTNmEnNusiInARinInYIvesmagsssusangy (Court of Justice)
fvuneuduiusszrinaenvuiulensuseiu nslanzeg1sdenuuiiamauislunsdliine
TAnaniunisaitvhudoadyniurldaaulmmauny Tnglidmugniudindiiaziiaan
mnuashafiinieUsrinmaudeiny widlodamnudemeiiintuanaaumsaitviauiiauls
fidudetunundatu gidelfAnaniunisaidviaufdosiuinualdaaulnmauny sl
ngvanenestouae ilifimundns (ights) wiihil (duties) wazamufuinvey (responsibilities)
veudwesiinundoodmiuning (andowners) luvaeiillanunsaifianiunisahivhuiaty
Liinhwialvamandiauvssedmisimsndveaiioutulndideaiu (neighbouring property)
viaervhulnasenluandiiunieedmniunindvesnuesiny (owner property) dslainaz
Funsldivteunanilussnaedmsunindrsefinuresmuediusszliiinnuiiendou
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$1A1agenyARadY (unlawful interference) AR wiowlinszvisyuapalaldihniounasintuuiim

9
¢ d'

pdwmIumingviefinuvesmues iumeliiwesedimiumindneduldiueudsenioion
SouanayiufinasAnnenanuneldinandulunuunifniy WvssedmSumsngseduldsu
pudemevioifoniousimyfouiianseruifininfiodenudemeviofensouduliiy
U n¥ouruiiansiiaziSenienamaunu (UK Environmental Law Association, 2017) GUGHERERH
Snquaresminnsdunnfionsitagiulunsdimasuinanaaiunisaiiwiaunelfiaa
aranfendounifioutuviesiiogondslndiAseiediirossrauimmduinananiunisaiii
yhsduffowsiny (uisance) Tuguuvunils mivisfluaniuiinisaniuiile ldiasdui
yhudaftavdotvihudundufinn wdndumglhAenansenulufuaudesundf Tneusznisiil
sziindunesoguamseuziiudunsenensngau LﬁdudﬁﬁuﬁaLm%mmﬁmﬁnéauﬁalﬂu

wins1A11NaRIUN13altvu (looding nuisance)

3. ngmmaﬂauuauaafiifanqu“imﬁ'uamummﬁwhu

3.1 mq%’qmzymnamunﬁniﬁwim

wneganaaumsaiivian Idun msldavslueas wnzanuniedsgnadislu
gnanvinavsnuewdiluneliiiannudsmenselunsenudedniegrmiegdlavesiiou
Suvdediiegordeluuinmumilnesey ludnuvaeiidumsldudani messuethvieviessune
themuund wdaudleflanumsaiiwianfstunuds dvhuananumsaifanariiluganude
mesenindauldnnivhuduosninanuadaiviedinlrasenlufsnaiituveaitoutu
Frafes suiluFaivhudnnveszuneiuanlusewieiifnanunisaliwion wensaifiandy
Hlaidewiliaueddsuamnudemeanimhutoviedviulnasenunuds widwhlidouty
Trafesldsuardemedae wuiiunsliavslueas nzaauniedgnadiduoian
Uinavesmuewdilunsgnudefioutiu Jdedunsldavditudin wu mndwesiiauldm
messeinlusnainwonswesiinuinan MldAamsssueiesnaniinuvonsdweiiau
widhedeniiodaaaunsalthvinady winsssuiedvhuenanunisaiiviusenanvinlsi
vhllwasenludiuinafiiuveafiontmnnind Wuiidwesiausinandddanssuilug
wiRnarudemeunidu ngranenesmeuasildnmdnionl fiduiifiifieduasesdns 2 Usens
oA

Uszn1susn Em%“lumﬂ%’w%amﬁaagﬂuﬁﬁua&hqmﬁqﬁu (right to the use and enjoyment
of land) Wudrunaiingrneusewieduasediiuiidvesiiiu annsoodevieliusslonilu
finu 9ans mmamuﬁa?aﬂgﬂa%’wuamuiuaaiwLsdums;u,ﬂumaamm Tuvaueiird sl i

a U 3

anunsalivauAfnselawdgivaaiunisalinviauudnen 1W1vesfinudsaunsanseyiinig

agrunnzauiiedesnululvnfuwasnindduvesnusmsaynnadulasuanudenigan
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aonumsaityia ﬁﬂﬁmuLaaag'mﬁw%ai%’ﬂiﬂwﬂashmw“luﬁagjmﬁa mﬂﬁﬁaﬁwgﬂa%’n
Tneusiainnisnsesinsunelfiinaniunisalivhusuenanelfiinmnuiendouninuemie
Lﬁauﬁﬁmﬁaagﬁ%nmiﬂélﬁm (Robert C. Palmer, 2015)

Uszmsiides anduilefinuvesnundeusnamuiiisadesiuiinuvesmu (ight over or in

'
a aa

connection with land) 1Huansiilasunissusewmseduasesainnguuny fifmunegedaiaudi

=

yanalaifudvesnssuanivieyaealefifiesdnsaseuasesiinundouinuiuiifedosiuiin
o3y Teilfnsadvdideatuiinumaddentiavslumsliliviefutsslovinniifuiinuiingsudvs
viofavsaseuases Avsludnuamtuiriiiuswiafingmunesusedliuniinsdviifetuiiau
wianillusuiter FonfesiifieuthuvioUsznauiiondveguinalassoufidunseynisuisesig
vszmsliAnusslenflunmstesiuaniunsaiiwion TuiuesitldlfiAnaudemeami
yudaservinlvadnanlufiuyesau (UK Environmental Law Association, 2017)
niinannludnedu fedvslunisliviededluinuesaunfguuaravsmilofinuves
auvdouTnaiuiiiedestuiifuresaunglinguuneneuneuse’ WudnsidelhAeuihiiaay
Sufineureuivesfinunieedu3uning (responsibilities of property owners) Lm'qma?ﬁu
Tusufassiosjiinmslinindauvesmmadludnuasillinofnnudsdiinluganunsaii
vl (risk of flooding) wrlileuthuniegiiendeguinasusulngsey (William Upton, 2014) 933
faflmiiifgnssimsiinguaneaisdnualdnusuagnyaneaeuseuas ity divifio il
nszvhmvidesaiunseiegnmisegndalidulumuiingrnefmunel fiftoanauidssmn
anunsaitvh
Tuiueadenduliiasdudnslunslivieaduegluifuegraunfigunieansimileiau
vowmunieuinaiuiiiedestuiinuvewmufinm safifudvituiuguiidaasusazaiivayuly
Andnsusznssusiiiedastunisananuidssuaymsiostuganunisaitmuimunlvidans
waznthitdaiasunsnsgyimamenindwiuanaudswuasdestuaniunsaiivhy saenau
HumdnuseAuansierlalldfunnudemennanumsnidwiamestannyana Bvstuiiugiuie
Wisuiadoufudsaviouinmedosdiansddyusensdumdaasudndduiuguiioldidrves
nssuAvBvieriiAvBnsauATesnsinnsesnmiliegdldubunistiostusoananunisaiiviou
fagangiinuvesau lunmanduiudvsduiuguiindaniisuaiioudasiouldyaraduiindii
\swseAvBtuiiuguisaossensuasiindiinnuuinveudesiuaniunsaiiwihatemde
deudnldlifeutuldSuanuienseusimaietiemdetostunnudemedug fiaen
anunsaftviudueansenudefioutny dewniiedafeniinfinnuiuisteusuiates
Fuitusfunistiostundeananuidsinaniunsaiivhuneldngruneeeuieuss iviednsi
nusnengvseReuLeuasiusestyl (Devon City Council, 2014) léuA nifinnusuiiaveuves

o1 uTIRTUNN (responsibility of the riparian owner) ntiinnusuRaveuviliissue
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Tnagnalusssuvd (responsibilities for letting water flow naturally) wasnihiinusuiinseu
\eteatunaiy (responsibility of preventing pollution) (Environmental Agency, 2014)

Usensuan wihfiamufufiaseuveserdeuinasuma ldun wihfianusuiiaseuves
Aesiifuniesdmiumindfioguinaiu (waterside owners) fingvsnsaossouaeiemdn
nausiortAlsiniiinnusuinreulugusiinuesendooginfunielndtuuinauvanisesmmi
yiouvasihiuyweaiiatu Ssnguaneeeuseuasildtinusdnivesdendeuiianium (ipar-
ian rights)Iﬁﬁd’{{mﬁ’sm%L’Jm%mmaﬁ‘wﬁaw%ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂmﬁaﬂﬁamd6] floraiinananiunisaitiviau
Refinuvdenswdaudun vewuld luvazideafungrneneuueuaeldimuamihiieuiuio
%aumaa@’mﬁaﬁnm%wwﬁﬂ (Riparian duties) i (watercourse) fananiasiidnwae
umnsinsifuganty Lo waivh (river) §1573 (brook) &wniles (ditch) wagviossuretildu (culvert)
WJusiu

Usgnsfiaes wihflanuiuinveusilinszuneldedradusssuend Thun wifiarusy
ﬂmawaaLa’]’waaﬁauvﬁaaﬁawﬁw%’wﬂﬁagj‘u’%nm%uﬁuﬂﬁ%ﬁwmaqﬂaiimﬁa?ﬁﬁmmwwfﬂ
Lihazfudsfnudaisdunfnmmmessuedyhufiviedmusssunafinturnmsssue
thviufinm iauﬁy’q?ﬁﬁmmwu’%L’Jm%wnﬁwé’uLﬂuqUai'ﬁﬂGiaﬁm'ﬁiuﬂﬁLauL%&Luwﬁfjwmﬁﬁmz
(public right of navigation) u,az?ﬁﬁmmwu‘%nm’%mmﬁwﬁL‘flulwgv‘fﬂﬁf’wimlwaL%ﬁlﬂgjﬁaw‘%a
adwm3unsndreadnvesiinuaudug (flow flooding to other landowners’ property) it #lsl
JuuinaBunaa (fallen trees) Asldidusenuiusinameii (overhanging branches) Aulduazny
1ffu3naSumeils (trees and shrubs on the bank) LHusu

Usgmsfiany wihfinnuiuiisseuiiiedestuuadin 1iun vinflenusufiaseulalidde
(waste water) 3ngdun31g (hazardous substance) LLazmimﬁéu‘] (chemicals) Tamsendn
(animal carcasses) wi3ayatos (litter) fignudesfsasuinamaiwiouinndu Fudelin
vidoonaneliiAnnanssnudenunmAunaden vienneiduiiy sudunmereguaineusioves
outhu luraiiteutuimdmewdyvielfndyfvanunsaiiviy

Mniinannudi ngraneaeuteuasildmuanifivesdvesidunioodmsumindi
o3BT ainene flazdesnsshegnsseiingy fafetioatunadearnanunsaithvio
(duty of care) (Andrew Williams, 2014) @ulszniseei mndivesiinunssedsmsunsned
oguTnnTInuTeneteingg naginsvidesatunssrnuniifienusuisveufingransaon
usuaeinmdnnasiiefegnmilsedla udluilieuthunsediiogodelummlasseuls
Sumnuiendeuineananunisaiivihaiewdfunnisivhadoiedviallvadluvinle
deutuldsuanudems wWuiifedndunansgidudunisusenuanivesyanadulag
Usmnausesinszfanumiiifiegdedd Snuszmsviadvesinuvieedimiuningdey

a

Ushasuursonenegg 91alavsnazlduseslovdlunsnddunsooduwnunsnguninuies ue
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amslduslevdlunsnddunsoadmsuninddenaiusaannisiyingmseguainuiagig
wanzan wildneliAnanudsmeunifeuthuiedfiondveglnesouuda wWuiilfdeudedu
m@%’mwmﬂﬁﬁmﬁ (natural nuisance) Usznsnile (Michael Barlow, 2014)

nusznsnils TuefniiiusnmagAsssusingulfiasaiimdnngmaneaouueuasiiien
fumgsinyananunsaitvia Adennaiaussndlumsuiifdefussniaioutuile
Hoafutvhuuazifininuvssmagisssusanguinsusiiagiuedoatumlusuduiife:
fuanunisaitviag auidundninasiialufisensufuAeaiuans (Rights) waswtindl (meas-
ured duty) Sufisiirionuiomiedaifioutiu sudnierfiegerdtlutinusuulaeseu Tng
Lawwas;i']a?iqL%’ﬂﬁumﬁauﬁaaé’wﬁm%’wéé’aqﬂﬁﬁﬁmu%umauaEJ'Nmm:au (reasonable steps)
ieteatuanunisainisssunifionansenusefinuiasningauveaiiout1u (neighbouring
properties) mcﬂﬁ'Lﬁ’]’waqﬁauﬁaaé’wﬁuﬁw&Téfawﬁﬂ’amwﬁy’umuLﬁai’]mﬁ’uamumiiﬁﬁwmm
tufmszngmneeouleuae i widnmssznsnilsite i wesitudoiwesedmniuming
Toq lugrugiiduioutnlndFoufswmieeutuazianietuiiazdowndyiudsdunsmean
anmunsaiiviusiuiy Refeshudetisiuriotiomiedeiunas fuiedestuanunsaiii
yhuduieidudngiuiu uddearududeutuduiiibiondshudngiusululfifioudy
aunilinulnsumssifissauien szuunganeaeusouaei3onudnidmdndngianiu (Common
Enemy Doctrine) (David Crichton, 2012)

3.2 fegeaRmgAtyaNaaunsaitiaaitaule

Snunzddnuesaifimagisssusngulddaduerliifeatulssiuresanunsaiiio
dumnsinduadietumgsmegananunsaiivin luefiduiidedouthudfidudives
finunteadansunindillasuamudemennaniunisaliiwin Gheland) Fesihmerumdng
wiigadlvmagfsssudanguldifiuinaudsmeduinduanugiagananiunisaiiivi
vidomnuuszanmiduiaevesiheiieuthugiiduiwesifuvieedsniumndfan funsgyimy
wihiieganilsegdlauludennuiieonsousiany @resuas) Wesndnelanddeunsuiia
anudsmefinuldsuuasteriansssuduamnuosmnudemeluad

magissusinguldingitadunfvgiagananiunsaiiwiaiiiauladedeluid

A Sedleigh-Denfield v O’Callaghan [1940] AC 880 nfiifilfeLfiassatnesdnsunases
dwiesduldduiumsnudfesveaitvesiiduiiogasuanlndifes iesaindiaglinemeunse
Blugthi@umsszunediluaiiu desfedunnmiinilvigdiidnarliienaszuietldiuae
waznzunsefidnasldnuolidumeliiAeniseaduuinanidudumessuie dwalmanh
vhadsluazuanlndidsaduuinunii msfisnasiemzunsannanemainietlideduns
nsghduaisamdionieuiiaglifuiioutuniediondvogluvinnuuilasseuuazilou

Trufidyiunnzidviudldsuanudsmelaensaainnisnszivesduas daludimagfisssy
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v

Sinquisiasanfimnulisuasiuiagunemsimaainaniunsaiivuseiioutuiionds
agluazuinlagsey

AR Leakey v National Trust [1980] 1 ALl ER 17 afitiuns Leaky TandlgSuanudee
nAunay (falls of soil) wagn13539aseAvYINdue (debris) 91n7iALves National Trust 148
Tuuinaiiuil Burow Mump Aundutuhidedunusssusduasmldifnamindouywsla 3
éf’gﬁi’ﬂLa&JLaq%’uiﬁammL?i‘aaﬁawLﬁm%umﬂauaéummuﬁﬁmwmué’wmsLsduiwﬁméguwiﬂ 1968
wud wifldldnsgyhnisesmilsegnsladudunsiosiuldlifundy whivanisalfunduay
Humgnseiistuduunfegudmusssurifio aduufed 1976 Aiiansuddutaggfou
(hot dry summer) uagifinnmgHuanogreminluriengluldsas uns Leaky Tanslunfiidang.iu
sesnluvinasumaduninatuvesiaes aldudsludsdnasuie National Trust Lileveiu
Fuifieenennudemes J9una Leaky toaeli National Trust neiduthemdeifieanimiaves
Arandsmeiiauayingy uidieweudusnanldgnuiiasiunavion Wedamansaiiu
aaueg1amiin (large fall) wng Leaky Fslathadluflosamagfsssusinguinduaglaneivgsiaisy
ludnvazdinanundiuiu awhbihelandlasuanuifensousiagainiuasy Aagfsssy
gangulafiansaniininwlif National Trust fassuiingiunelminaiubansausingywnitas

Af Home Brewery Co Ltd v William Davis & Co (Leicester) Ltd [1987] 1 QB 339. Af
dmayfssansingulddadumundnngraneneuieuas’ Jsngunsneumeuasldnmdnioly
Iuﬂaﬁ’iwLﬁ’]’waaﬁauﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂLfJuﬁﬁ]3&1’@&%’U1§1%@1Mamm5ﬁmmmﬂﬁﬁuquﬁmﬂuﬁawamu
(owner of lower land has no duty to receive water from the higher land) Tumenduiiuii
yslvalvadundsiinuesyaranisyanalauds viuindivesiinuanansaviinistesiulally
iwhalvadhurluiiiuresnld mndfleuthuaunilsenlaasdesdimusuiinananiunisaitinvm
freileifioutuaudananldlifituegislifussanmi (non-natural use) iitelsiwiulvalug
ﬁaumammaﬁ'u

AR Bybrook Barn Garden Centre v Kent County Council [2001] BLR 55, CA @#
ivierh (culvert) vososdinsunasesdtasiu ﬁgﬂa%ﬁa%mﬁaazm&Jﬁﬂﬁauﬂﬁlﬂmwmqizma

@

drlufiuvedand ilkiliaansassuigeenumaniiauvedandlduasindwhudsluiinuland
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