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,r Abstract

The purposes of this study were: l) to acquire the knowledge and

understanding about water resource preservationi 2) to examine the

people's participation in the preservation process: and 3) to find out

the practical suggestions for water resource preservation to the people in

Pong Ngam Sub-district Administrative Organization.

The population in this study included 382 participants who held

residency in Pong Ngam SuMistrict. A questionnaire was used as a means

to obtain the data. The data was systematically calculated and reported

through frequencies. percentage, mean, and standard deviation, while t-test

and f-test were also used for comparison of the means.

The findings revealed that the people held high level of knowledge

and understanding about water resource preservation. This fact has been

observed through the scores of the correct answers by the pa.ticipants.

That is, tree planting, as one of the methods to preserve water resource,

received the highest score. Building water reservoir for water supply in the

community and planting cover crops for retaining humidity within the soil

received subsequent scores respectively. However, recycling water from the

house whole usage received the least score.

A moderate level of people's participation regarding the water

resource preservation was also observed. Among the sub-domains, the

benefits domain received the highest score, and the operation domain

gained subsequent score. But. the coordination domain indicated the lowest

score of the participation.

The findings revealed some practical suggestions for water

resource preservalion included:

1. Discussion domain, the community members suggested that

community meeting should be regularly called upon for sharing ideas,

raising awareness, and finding the common ground in the water resource

preservation activities for the benefits of all panies. Such of those activities



included building water-check dam. planting cover crops, planting trees,

avoiding the slash and burn behavior, and reducing the use of chemical

subslance in the agricultural activities.

2- Coordination domain, the community members suggested that

the community leaders should pay more attention to bring the cooperation

among different sectors including government units, community leader, and

people in the community. In addition, the community should have the

elected representatives working as a mechan;sm to coordinate with

the government units about water resource preservation.

3. Operation domain, the community members suggested that the

community should work in harmony to preserve the water resources

through activities such as the Sueb Cha Ta Paa Nam Din Thin Pong Ngam

Ceremony (The Prolong Life Ceremony of Forest, Water. Soil in Pong

Ngam), the no-slash-and-burn activity, the tree planting activity, and the

selection of crops consuming fewer amount of water.

4. Benefits domain, the community members suggested that water

campaign should be promoted within the community to raise awareness

about using water economically and effectively for sustainable supply

of water.
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