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“ Abstract

The objectives of this study were: 1) to investigate the opinion of
the disabled persons regarding their rights, welfares, and social acceptance;
and 2) to study their opinion towards the capability rehabilitation guidelines.
Subjects in this study were two groups. The first group involved 91
disabled persons from 9 villages in Maerai Subdistrict (including those who
were learning disabled in which the communication was delivered through
the caretakers such as parents or relatives).

The second group was 27 officers from 9 villages who oversee
the rights and welfares division of Maerai Subdistrict Administrative
Organization. Rating-scale questionnaire and two sets of the open-end
questionnaire, consisting of three parts, were employed as means to collect
the data. The first set was designed for the disabled persons and the
second set for officers. The data was analyzed and reported using
frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

For the demographic data, the findings revealed that majority of
the disabled persons were male with their age range below 30 years old
and above 60 years old. The disability types were physical disabled and
autistic. Most of the officers were male and held various types of
government position such as community development officer, administrative
assistant, village headman, and Members of Subdistrict Administrative
Organization. The types of services provided to the disabled persons
reported at the highest degree were social welfare and facilities services,
and subsequently were pension, tax reduction, rehabilitation service through
medical procedure, education provision, employment, sign-language
interpreter, and loan servicing.

For the opinion data, in the overall, the findings indicated moderate
level of the disabled persons' opinion towards 9 domains of the rights,
welfares, and social acceptance. The domain holding the highest degree of

the opinion was rehabilitation and medical service, and the subsequent
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domains were education provision, social welfare. The domains holding the
least degree were loan servicing. For the detailed analysis, the domains
holding the highest degree were pension and social welfare.

The domains gaining high degree were rehabilitation and medical
service and education provision while moderate degree were tax reduction,
employment for the disabled, sign-language interpreter service, and facility

service. The domzins holding the least degree was loan servicing.
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