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Abstract

The Ban Kum inscription, UBN.40 is an ancient Khmer inscription on the rock
wall under the cliff shelter or the first main cave wall of Ubon Ratchathani province.
Located in the area of Huai Phai subdistrict, Khong Chiam district same area as
Pha Taem National Park. There are prehistoric paintings on the stone walls beneath
the longest cliff shelter in Thailand. These rock shelters with inscriptions and
paintings are located on a sandstone mountain that extends from the Phu Phan
mountain range along the banks of the Mekong River. In the Phu Phan mountain
range, inscriptions have previously been found on cave walls, including: Inscription
of Tham Phra Temple, SNK. 5, an ancient Khmer script, 1609 B.E. The Ban Kum
inscription has numbers indicating the era, which is 811 or 1432 B.E. or the 15t
Buddhist century. However, from a comparative study of the scripts and
orthography of the Ban Kum inscription with the post-Pallava inscriptions and the
ancient Khmer inscriptions that define the era, it was found that the Ban Kum
inscription has scripts and orthography consistent with ancient Khmer inscriptions.
Mostly the 16"-17" Buddhist centuries, including the inscription Sdok Kok Tham 2, PRI. 4,
ancient Khmer script, Sanskrit — Khmer language , 1595 B.E., only on sides 2, 3, and
4, and the Prasat Hin Phanom Wan 3, NMA. 1, ancient Khmer script, Khmer language,
1625 B.E. From the translated words and the scripts and orthography in the Ban
Kum inscription, it can be assumed that it is an inscription that records stories from
the past or the script used in the Ban Kum inscriptions in 1432 B.E., there was an
overlapping script style between the post-Pallava script and the ancient Khmer
script and used to have religious places in the area where this inscription was found.

It is also popular to make inscriptions on the stone walls under cliff shelters on the
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Phu Phan mountain range, like making prehistoric paintings at Pha Taem because
an inscription was found on a rock wall beneath a cliff shelter on the Phu Phan
mountain range in Sakon Nakhon Province, namely the inscription of Tham Phra

Temple, SNK. 5, an ancient Khmer script, 17" Buddhist centuries as well.

Keywords: Ban Kum inscription, An ancient Khmer script, Ubon Ratchathani

province, Inscription on the cave wall
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