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ABSTRACT

A Comparison of "le" in Mandarin Chinese
and "leew" in Thai

The purpose of this study is to compare the grammatical
meanings and syntactic structures of “lel” and “le2” in Mandarin
Chinese, and those of “le” in Mandarin Chinese and “leew” in Thai.
The study shows that “lel” is an aspect marker indicating either
completion of action or change, depending on the types of co-occuring
predicates and sentence structures with which the “lel” occurs. “le2”
indicates the occurence of a new situation or a new state. Comparing
“le1” and “le2” in Mandarin Chinese with “legew” in Thai, we find that
“leew” in Thai shares similar grammatical meanings with “le1” and
“le2” in Mandarin Chinese.
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