JSDP: Journal of Spatial Development and Policy, 2026. 4(5): 103-118.

£ JSDP

PANYAPAT Journal of Spatial Development and Policy
eyt https://s016.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/JSDP/index
Research Article

Political Awareness Leading to Public Political Participation

in the area of Sukhothai Provincial Administrative Organization

Wattikhon Khuanching!” Theerapol Karnchanakas' and Kittiwat Rattanadilok Na Phuket’

! Faculty of Social Sciences and Education, Thongsook College, Thailand

* Corresponding author. E-mail: wattikhon08@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

This research article aims to study (1) the levels of political awareness and political participation
among citizens; (2) the influence of political awareness on political participation among citizens; and (3)
approaches to developing political participation among citizens in the Sukhothai Provincial Administrative
Organization area. This study employed a mixed-methods research design. The population consisted of
residents aged 18 years and older in the Sukhothai Provincial Administrative Organization area. A simple
random sampling method was used to select 384 individuals, while 8 key informants were selected using
purposive sampling. The research instruments included questionnaires and interviews. Data were analyzed
using means, standard deviations, correlation coefficient analysis, multiple regression analysis, hypothesis
testing, and content analysis. The research results revealed that (1) the level of political awareness among
citizens was high; (2) the level of political participation among citizens was high; and (3) the correlation
between political awareness and political participation among citizens was very high (rxy = .960). Multiple
regression analysis of the influence of political awareness (B) showed that the variables related to the
interests of the majority (X4), political attitudes (X5), respect for majority opinion (X2), faith in democracy
(X1), and justice and equality (X3) could collectively predict 92.10% of the variance in political participation
among citizens (R? = .921). The hypothesis testing results showed that political awareness had a positive
effect on political participation among citizens at the .01 level of statistical significance. (4) Developing
political participation among citizens in the Sukhothai Provincial Administrative Organization area requires
cooperation from all sectors to promote knowledge of rights, duties, and democratic principles. This
includes providing citizens with access to comprehensive political information and enabling free
participation, coupled with promoting the critical use of media and digital technology, developing
transparent communication systems, and continuously fostering a democratic culture. The goal is to build

high-quality and sustainable political participation in the future.
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