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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research article were (1) to study the construction in Theravada Buddhism;
and (2) to compare the construction in Theravada Buddhism to Sangha's construction in the present time.
This was a documentary research by means of collecting data from Tipitaka, Buddhist academic paper
and related researches with the descriptive analysis. The result of the study found that the construction
in Theravada Buddhism was to construct the allowed buildings such as the Buddha image hall, a single
porch house, a story house and a roofless house, and disallowed houses such as the construction of
buildings in a place where Sangha did not identify. Development of construction of the temple and
buildings in the Buddha's age came from the villagers' faith. Generally, the temples had different names
such as Aram, Awad and Vihara. The temple was the Sangha's residence, the villagers' shelter and the
center of Buddhist propagation, given by a lay person or many lay people. In the present time, the temple
was also used to help people and develop education. Moreover, it was found that the style of
construction had the continuous development from the past to the present. However, some areas, the
constructors made very big buildings. They did not think that religious buildings were suitable for their

community or not.
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