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Democracy and Political Mechanisms in Cambodia
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Abstract

This article aims to present the political phenomenon related to democracy in Cambodia. Which
can be divided into 2 important periods: 1) Early Democracy After Cambodia gained independence from
colonial nations (France) with the help of Japan, Cambodia was able to enjoy full autonomy and 2)
second-generation democracy, including the present is a drive for the country to restore a nation that
had been dilapidated as a result of the failed former regime to become a democratic developed country
under the leadership of Cambodia's all-time Prime Minister Samdech Hun Sen.

It also analyzes how the Cambodian government's drive mechanism appears to be being used
in a reverse direction from liberal democracy to maintain its own and allies' political power base, which
can be divided into 2 types: Mechanism Type 1 The use of the concept of leadership in social control
consists of the image of leader, use of nationalism and use kinship politics and the second type of
mechanism consists of the use of political influence and military force to seize power, use government
resources for campaign benefits, Dominance of government agencies and independent organizations,
use of state power to threaten people and the use of judicial and legal powers to eliminate competitors.

However, this article is merely a study to provide an explanation and understanding of the
political phenomenon occurring in Cambodia regarding the movement of democracy and the use of the

government's political mechanisms in its operation.

Keywords : Democracy, Cambodian government, Political mechanism, Hegemony, Prime Minister

Samdech Hun Sen.
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NPANNITAINISLEIDS

ANEVAINITANTANETBNTLUBUADNAARAR AN YT ILA NN ALGARIATIHN AT BN A
A1, 2523 (1980) Baifiun1sgaussnansnawindses s §ARtuNs1I995TU1R FUUITININTAIY
HsBsdioiiudguiandniiuansngumng ¢ aungs fa wasAnLBULLN (Fundnpec Party) ap4auifia
wazulsan Ansy wasatuyrszendulng (Party of Democratic Kampuchea) W3BLNIUAY LATUNA
soaamlansunsrAilazsnmians (Khmer People's National Liberation Front) zgmiymﬁm‘alm@mﬁﬂ
yRavnsunaafiaiiie w.e. 2532 (1989) uasinlugnisussguduinmiiu-dadossufnly we
2534 (1991) Mefiqaffinisdaniadandlulszmeaduyen Tnafasanisantszaned (United
Nations: UN) aunansTnnadnniaidanda b w.a. 2536 (1993) ieiEummilysasdszme

anfanszilany Anylasuniamadyndundundsdaiuymanass uaziinsdnsodgung
NENIRBII139HANTUBN TS AT IR U RN guE AN flBauAn e dUNI IR LTy
ulapn vy iuniandusnfiefluysontumszimnnisaaeesiumsiiasis hasaaiddyes
17 mnuaseEsUszmalulnay iunsquasssndpdasnaely mszdinaniafeionss

g nflerneiguNafidaniunaseainnisdens

UszrduTne uduyangalna

nisananmlrdenansaisviniasnsiuangeas Ussmeanlnanasuayunasians
un9 vnlimarereifinaananlalussfulymvssssmainymAlasunnszmusinasasad
FefinaUszgnnunenfianaenisun alymiesssmadiame awillg “dannasdfinimunings
113a” (Paris Peace Agreement) fivnsngnisasiuayulniiniadandsaiouan w2536 (1993) Ty

o

finyn Folunnsidendensai wssannBun (Funcinpec Party) e9asifanssnszulsnn soiqns
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o

ULADNAY FINNTIAUTTHIBUTHNLY (Cambodian People's Party: CPP) 2aasLAagu 1&u (o

| |
P

ANBNEN NN E A TRRIALT 2 uaznIBuNNI9@eNAY AR 1N UsznialieansuNs

o o

nsdendstuaiell uasledstuisduausmnsananieansundnnisdenlansnuiasusesdn
auoaiuunensguundadui 2 sonfuauifanaunssulans soiqns Ansesseriiuns
wen3guupddndud 1 sesazme waztulifeadufiosifniasaunideunssmdn i
wnansguusdaui 2 iy aufasasunauufiinleg wu vde saufag 1w (CPP Daly News,
2009)

gwilouannisunistsmanialngsinisguiasesaninliaesfaananysoiuuuais
nannngLamamnlatn mazasheasduifiofissausiinaensaesdinguniadasmii a9
yiniunsafsanafianuiiuidaussTuinatatsafuamainges s lunnsusnissandu mefige
Tut) .. 2540 (1997) @afags 1on Tminesindsmyinnissglasmasguiaasifansunszilann
souqvs wazdnsnunaluniaisnisenn fayamainanasoraesiasasHnsingianuuess
Tanaalunnsnudimnaionun samonengiafosssuaarandunan Taseiusadagunila
sansnataasiansInazulans sasqns Arindsnsunsezdasiunalaefinesdidanmisions
uasvnndAs AedativmasTuiigansmudunurigeeswssAnuBun (David M. Ayres, 2000) Tne
wansosnsaRLaIa MARNInzieen9guussrasnasiidsisaasnne Tumateiui Taun nans
nqsnustey dmlafiadin 4.9a9850 ounnudsingiund) undanifes Smdalnadng (a9
dneusls 9.9910) NaRegezansssete safksensnmilisfsearanos 3,000 Ay
(FEund 89f3, 2545) nanaghiadeUaudafonfomnan W 2540 gamenesindsiasaniia
g v fislnemuy danasfansansznlann st anseeddelleguSaasaandugimesn
WuBnin (Funcinpec Party) Aomansanlpfamsesnianlszmalunos

nisaNninnnegUssngdnse aafiagu i lndanisunlatyminteniafiastuazme

LaTNENEIHAIET BN neesgUIanaIETnuEnIaulaINnaen sTuan gEn 9Ll
uAnUen IHEauan Gi’rﬂuﬁ\fﬁiuﬁm%uﬂ‘i’mﬁﬂﬁwﬂ’]‘jLﬂﬁﬂuLLﬂﬂ\‘l\fﬂéﬂﬁ‘iﬁ/wu’] e SUIRUBIANIAS
g 1 Tmiwadunrengniaiiuandnasanszrmaunaia Bans fueanideln (ASEAN) iie
Fufh 30 LHENE WA, 2542 (Carolyn L. Gates; Mya Than, 2001) LL@:T@TW‘FJ’]‘FJWNTuﬂﬂ‘i‘ﬂqu“ﬂ‘jzmﬂﬁ;m
m‘aﬁﬂﬂgimwafummqmﬂﬁmsiﬁ%ﬁ:ﬂ@ﬂﬂﬁ:%q%ﬂTmﬂﬁﬁﬂqﬁLﬁ@mmmmmLLuumm%ﬂTmﬂ
nelnsgaeanay

Tutl w1 2546 (2003) funnlndninfinsdandsinludnaes Tnsnsantszanmmdunmn
(Cambodian People’s Party: CPP) #a9as fqgu 15 suzn19idansaiall Aalanzumumn 2,447,259
pzuww Anuseeay 47.3 uazlaiisTuanily 73 s Suduses A wasran3ed (Sam Rainsy Party)

PaeneaN 598 Tnazunw 1,554,405 Aniusasay 21.9 Tailsluanill 24 % uazwssana
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(Funcinpec Party) Tamzunususuans 1,072,313 Aniuspaay 20.8 Inifeantlu 26 #s (Kazmin
and Amy, 2003) unAzuLAAENTINTIALTTIN%A WY (Cambodian People’s Party: CPP) Tafulinluda
2 T4 3 2m9nzuIRENTIHIN A NN T ARaSTUNATR YinTraanfagy 11 ABaULITININNTIA
Bunifunasasaniguiafielanfenniozerindmniaies iluiundanmmssafiadan.
TiRonananndunsansandguiafonssanuduun (Funcinpec Party) Gaiiunssaiinuiosinayin
SqUszvnaannas uantanasssasimessansmssaiuluegnssnAnaaietungunisdases
WA (Funcinpec Party) sufiuauanandsnenisiiunssnsansquialuaisdeguan somaln
WaaAENSIR (Sam Rainsy Party) apssneas 558 nanentiuseamiuiign uasuifbussmndam
flnsudonainsganbufunensguusddnade uasianszniasasiumstuaodiueg 5 0
.. 2551 Squnaasifagu o Tanunanszas duysnlndanindanialududnsey e
15991 TIALTEEIEUANYE (Cambodian People's Party: CPP) e 51dan@sanass ansmzumm
e 3,992,574 Azunn Aaulinsosas 58.1 TnihisTudganidaum 90 7k sasassnfia wasnansad
(Sam Rainsy Party) Zauiunasaraniu Tansusadealy 1,316,714 azuw Anusseay 21.9 Tavids
Tu%gﬂméﬁmu 26 7153 SusUTH Ap NIIARANBHYBEIUINYYT (Changes at Human Rights Party) 9
Wumasalnnlpazuwsnies 397,816 azuwd Aniiusesas 6.62 Tnihistuiganisiumn 3 ik dud
71 4 wasrnlann sasqns TanzuuRes 337,943 azuuu Anifiusasas 5.62 Tafiilusganidanom 2
s uazqany Aa wesanuma Tanzumdss 303,764 Azuwn Anuiusanay 5.05 Tafidoly

an19IMan 2 139 annnisiRenseuaseinuanisdlesinyenfiniswasuulaseanaiulndn

NP

Qfﬂﬂ:LLuuﬁﬂNTuWﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ:mwﬁmm (Cambodian People's Party: CPP) filANT1aNIAdLH e

hol

o

AUN13RBNAIASITINIUNT annsautsdasauiilelusganilaninnan 2 Tu 3 uazannsadnsa
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FuIaeanssaRiealn (People, 2007) aa19lsf A NAZINUNTIATHEIT BaTunreAuidsitiomis
a1nngIASgUIaNIn Andaula s aswnensiflesaseiiBnusynnails e wesanisifled
Tapzuwdsaiususuanuarananaiiunssadinduymesuiuyruaznssaulsan sagqns Sau

W33A NN AUNITIAN UL A (Funcinpec Party) nelnsuazunndgennnidususuaeaslunig

= 3 o/ A ! o/ ¥ =" ! a o/ = AI QI/ ' z
deonsensafinmunnaulnazuAssiesaswaunaazusuas lnfinsuandies 2 Ao
W.Al. 2556 nan13iaansis uinyeasefadunssaUszanmuiug (Cambodian People's

Party: CPP) #Hn191d@0nsa AemzuWden 3,253,969 Azuuu Aadusosas 48.83 Indnaquiiialy

o o

$360191M9K 68 7111 TIAAAITINNITRBNATHIUNITN 22 7119 FDIAINIAD NITATILATIENEIF

PDIMNEEN SIR(AAZIWY 2,946,176 Azuwu Aniuspany 44.46 lndnaaniiiaTusganidiuan 55
7539 (Thai PBS News, 2556) annnisiilaainyenlugasinousnsiumananninunisiilesa s

Hresgunauazineas GaininazwmientumssasguiaEnanasenainlade uazlszanmuinym

FuauEnn i aiuauLazaIAzLAss ATUNTIARNE AMHABNTIASILATIEENR (Cambodia
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National Rescue Party: CNRP) #1084 azunsflesirsanilasuiensufiasnnainnssasansiziens
AdsTnuidiinainnissuiessamssnniadesifigiunzunionainaugulnn Ao waanaused
(Sam Rainsy Party) Uag WI3ARNTNHBYIUINIYYI (Changes at Human Rights Party) ARYATULNTY N
YR ALTIANN N Ts sz neuTUnszuaRIN Ingn s A aemnsnisiflossesl sz
Ay lnsiannznquang s lnserangusmnantsnnafieseedgunassian. 1w Budunaon
waildelrnnsguadanensnainalnnnsnisdasiinainnaisndaniatunasarsauauiiga
AT ANITHUNITARIATIZBTE [AMIELAT 9T BINENI99EINTT BanANITOIAILLINTIA
saaTznERuazisreninug iuiamnssaseami intiussmausan iy Entudelalunns
1BynT9nRsSgUIANInEvIunfsnadamneniafiosasmiiyen Tuasanindnaos
angaiampladalniiniadandaiafl e w.e. 2561 (2018) wun wasARIESFUAR shlae
W53ALT BTN (Cambodian People’s Party: CPP) 9anfiUne5A5965gUNGAN 19 WeaA Tamwe
madensvasnatimandmanesiumiilluani 125 Ml (Khmertime, 2018) uaZHAIINANSTNTIA
AR (WITAKNEAY) gauneudniadandafies 10 e vinTninnnadendetuadsiu
MsRendsfiusaendie s smgdiAnsiainnaiinssaaaasind Gedunasadiaaila
gANagIRRNYIANINEEELINTIA Farnasagndaanlneaeninug uasasndnnssagnda
avdnnadaaduing 5 0 dleseinzenanammanauiuanelssme (iEn0) ewdsnnislauay

o
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TuinnriuiidsusuwmnassaesUfifvamannisivialanesnst waminfiansmnuasinsney
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agedngeluionuazaniunisaluinyanfifintueneesfinninees “Sgnssney” ffin1stouss
grna iuguuuubniilulsnislesrunanmsieinnisufsinsesgussnnsmilenunneu usdunisls
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anaazlulninadeisriuamngianal wanznasumillssnasnfunnaiuiisgrasnismenalanidi
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sFunanaralaninagnafinling lnlanalmiawriasdslaunstunisdnengmsmnauazaslomm
nenaifleszesnues [y Farnnandisseg lnesnswilaouuuianesiuara 1R U Ag NN
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1. mstruuAnasassnaihtunsao ANNIAN

wAnEes nsasasseiiiunismenesdiessiienisandoidennlagannisol
i’@mﬁﬁﬁuﬁmﬂuiﬁﬁmmpjﬂmmzﬂﬂgw%ﬂmmimmﬂ"mwﬁﬁ ABN19ATBNEIHI9HINNN S B
LAEN19ATEIBIUNGHINITANETIN Beaziunislafeilaaseatafinnesnafuiuaziin
tszlmilunnsdnnisuaznasasuasiteasngumlssmandgasBeiuiinanafarianis
yinsaAsNERARLTNIIAHARA (War of Position) uazn1saa1smINEHeaxmaonle Tngnisinasasa
SaftuiinieanuAndnanail sxduiunislaeandunalnang q Aneluifanissesnsuuaslasngs
AN9ENNTATENS I MIINIAINAR AT AHIBDID AL THAIANDE1I AN Tl NaNaRDNTSEARLT
Uszmdsmnuazdsnnniaiflosiuazpasende “wissfle” wia “naln” iinangs iuAsadunisly
819580l5UNI0IMIIN1IINNS WileYiasasNdLIARDIBaRIATIHNIINITINTG (TEana YNE3nen,

2549)

v '
A A

viaianifagu 1wy flnendunalnaneUsznsiuesesialunisdanuanlayaumilaiui
nefspnuaziwazianiuiganunalnsinedgaugiuluan Soissunsediededniiidndny
ADNIZUINNITANINAIZNIIATBIBIUITHN AT UATHAITHHINHN B2 BIN BB AT UYWAY
- . . o Y ' vy, v : o
nafleswasinyn lasnalnnisasessnaidideduasdafinfiviimnilunisanaven wBasomiu
ganINAn e naminnsfeaEeyRaninansniadledUduyaulndean Seluiiyrnslanaln
gunesgenaduaseciiefifiuszaninmlunsiedulssanmfifauaainnesniseseudu
Unasaslpefilszaasliannisonaniassla AN (FNanu0d FE91H, 2559)
@ < Yo 4 =2 A & Yo & o
1) mwanemaawyit fadunalnnilfiauiag TndnunTriiinanqstunisin
AIATINTARUTINNAITHAAAENS [ALAUNAL [UN1913PN15 BB ULULN WA AN LINT LU0

o =

fapamasmdeny tuiaiziaraniugensaudayenlaqiiu a1 nénnisiasuie (Monarchy)
Az ARIINN1TUILNBUENAE TN DIRINIARDYIILEY Uy yru1adl uae QFAOTUTIANFNA
(AaBAIA Udn3ue, 2557) Gevirmuedsnannil uawl 55 uswsy (Hansen, Anne Ruth) iauadnasuala
TunslaRai@e9 How to Behave: Buddhism and Modernity in Colonial Cambodia 1860-1930 aiinig
wanNaEAEiEsaEniuTandimlna o Afnisienuanlasuulasegnaannardasninis
AernaduysndsnsadniBedesinsanarim Fadunuinlassasnmnsdifodu fedadudumng

ANYAUATNWANEIIH YARGTIAENEAefinluinasansenafizdniifnaTaqiuaasn1sdeany gy
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vafidnainllgnisfinluang ffgednlugn@nin (Hansen, Anne Ruth, 2008) AagiaRARINAT2
FINAT e lwnaslaunazaamisusandnAde aadadasuniaunuiinly gu e
W.f1. 2536 Hananihs Seflyanaiiddnydamaniasuniasantuiussndnian 2 au fa auAedns
WM1533HINEAMA 1Ay T Uszamungman iy (WaN1) UAZANIAISATHIIWIYNANE 18 N 53U
15251 TANNTHNET NIBNFUFITIFUIINTDNNA (WAIDA 5 A7) UAINBiname (The Phnom
Penh Post, 2009) BsunsaunnialssiutiuemaznisfussafnAiugeosuan s (afuumaAanis
Fapndunantuain marzganluadeiudacnisiyanassinerussndniane W soudaann
nauafirasyAns wimaznnsilyaunsfinanfeeninsuniadeneAgiuTsnAnATigeiu uaz
yanafifergedainialnsunislufodelalunaUnasssdnusiues

v ! 1 ! !
2) nstanszian@den douduniesdoninislednesrmilsfianifiagu mu

A o

Tnlrtunnsnaguasdennnamang (War of Position) iievinlilszrnusinymmensunnsasassiunemn
fignaunumeifinsradnues NaNAe NTTLaAINNRuNIBIEIRIEY 1B A9 INHAIIINITUFNS
UsznAasfisnsadaumiuneniguusd e nsimmuaasugie nsiiuysszlsamaeinniaz
a9nsn nsgAAaiausansanlurfainasinuemniaifiosusznisinases iesnn
Usraunisaiuiaaangansratuysn lumasasasanatdeafauiifunginen 30 9 aemni
Uszrmidanasnanifans o iiugdunmdndTunisesaniiduym i @oyms ussnunga,
2558) Faiunszuaminesdernazgnudusnduinussfmnenisfievegiiuszes g dsandiula
arngasnanfiiniamndeanionds aufagu o aslAsugnnazusEesannTusindunnigau
naanda dufdeidesans <ansune’ Tnadnnanafeyii neodannasatszanaudunen
(Combodian People's Party: CPP) usfin1sasmzuonsabiunnssaniaauinaziiuniaidalenia
Tansumndusndananasinsngnisauauugnl e ingunsafasdin inossduige
nmll (aued meyeiunge, 2556) wiRadudunsdiinindssauaniudssmelneuazszme
Aoy WiassnsarnlanEenlmnsniaiies aufagu o dnaznislandtuszmansnisniien
mnnssarneaslasunadendefaninundeuosiasaiulssmmouminmosesds Taslsnis
Trwonandalunsgnissaaryinblssrmsaduymdusgfesens Wessinaaufag o
ﬂfmﬂ'ﬁﬂ"f‘*g‘ﬂy@ﬁwwéﬁﬂéwLﬁuLJﬁmmsﬂsfumm‘;wmm‘gﬁﬂmﬁﬁwfﬁ? (Figf ana3m, 2551) N
snnsidesinyenienfinsaisnsalunisiaunuanisideslagannzanadulaymuasans
FaugsndonnlnaianizassdelyniiEasienunn sARLE uazimussan Ainazgninandu
ri39Tle N9 AN NI DR FEN I AT NLATU NN TN T AB AL AT
Tauase wanztlymmaniuasnanlgnnasuasnifestuiuyen lidussnefianesn wnaiedisf

TulainmeiuuAinnenisdlesestiuyamlain wsnzfiesudugaanmmenisideseseiumgen
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fidnAnuazssnabiiindvsimen e dudasomaliesuiauasiieauiitsidessadinat
weansdielunsmideadand

3) mafiaaa3ag i (Political Cronyism) iiuAniadasflovisfiaandag o o
2eunulaionsassiaintuiuyn weaseinnisdpansazuunisifesndagiafies (Political
Cronyism) wazn19iflagudug (Patronage Politics) i aaifiagu v Tandnduussnymasniia 5 au
sanlufindanfeassiuimedeanTnog usunedi Ay nasniadesudauynnuassu
ARBATHNITAIN “m%mjﬂm:uuqﬂﬁuﬁ” (Patronage System Networking) Tuﬂzglum‘al,ﬁm 919
1197015 |9 WS TNNTEiU auisdaranunnamyueng 1 iebAanIssonSuuaTasnTadn
qauazgelalnideds Gudulaannadinsaaynamens 3 an TAnspeamnismstusnassme
Tagnngg sun yaamaauln doidumaduyenaun AdlanalafnuulssBeuwnesesnan
waes Tansgoian wazidmnalunisruaunasidsivinEasnsnudedaiiunammsaaudares
auifiagy 1o sanfenesfndsnonunisnenissefiladeanifumsoesuRiayss A usI g
nasinAmILAZEIRNAINaRAB19EE 5,000 wefisntantnsiunisnesgUasmng aauuagy
HARA YRsrraaAnd 2 TaqTuAI I UN A AN UINUIETIINTDINRNTNSIBNEN A UNS
naznannataiuyen Bnveaanaandiadslnansari unegan S4a7 YaTEnnes walonsan guA
@ﬁmjﬁ’iymmw‘hm@LLﬁwﬁ%q@'\iLﬂ%m:uum'uﬁmm%myﬁﬁﬁﬂNTﬁLLMmﬂﬂé’aﬂmﬁﬁﬁqG‘h'ﬁfm
yostlaznAnay LazBemensiavinamiiomansngaanints ognanami 3 aens wisgn am Ta
anaafuypasednanaes nalengan gud Fsnateduaninduiug 2 duiluuuunngedu
(anANWDl AF5TH, 2559)
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auiAag 1wy [aoeia wegu 11l yrsmsaudnidunigimmisniadesuasgndnanedndu
ST UNGNYITY AWIYHAIIT NI TIEENIT “annnaniusianaeuiiye” Afdnsandunaln
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People’s Party: CPP) fifnassnumiasngnawifian 20 9 Sslaasanansiunne a.a. Weidannsln
qm‘wmuﬁLﬂum%myqﬁﬂmLmuﬁﬁm‘jﬂf&ﬁﬁmzﬁmmqm‘nﬁm WensfunenuazinEsunazed
ﬂfojmu%y’uﬁ%?ﬂﬁfyﬂéuLﬁNﬁmmémwmmﬁmmmu wazdalnsuniaendanaiiasiazanunan
wnumsuna ldeuaadadamaninausadidi et dge, 2557)

melanseButemsuAnATEIE WA (Hegemony) 289n5WT (Gramsci) ¥1eBUNEazin
nlrssansanuiReruiunasasresnisminanuduiafeemdunauesszsmasinnsly
nalnavATINATARERIaINITEes (War of Maneuver) mu@Tﬂﬁuﬂqmiwﬁmﬁuﬁmwﬁm (War
of Position) r»‘iyqﬂmﬁgf%ﬂ@Tﬂfﬂqmmiiﬁvgﬁﬂ%@%m%‘ﬂ'wﬂm'ﬁqmuﬁgwmﬁﬁum%%mmﬁmwﬁm
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