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Local Governance of Isan in the State of Siam (1879-1892):

Implications for the Right to Self-governance of Localities
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Abstract
The study examines the Isan local government structure before King Rama V
(1779-1892) instituted an administrative reform. The study looks at Isan's two-system

governance structure, which includes the system of four rulers that are based on the Lan
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Xang government and one that is in line with conventional Thai governance. The study
finds important political ideas pertinent to Thai political society today by examining these
historical patterns of government. These ideas encompass the concepts of state, country,
and sovereignty as well as local autonomy, self-determination, decentralization, and self-
government. The study also emphasizes how many forms of democracy are being created
locally. The results show that the enduring ideals reflected in these historical governance
institutions continue to influence contemporary arguments about decentralization and local
governance in Thailand. Through the contextualization of the Isan administrative system
within wider political theories, this study offers significant insights into the development of

local government practices and their relevance to Thailand's current political landscape.
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2. unaRaeaEseAsse TunsnAsasaulas (Local Autonomy)
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Famenaudfynielun1asas3un1sUnAseInueseeasasiin Clark (1984) laiawe
ynqufifigiudnedaszramestiy Saesmisifiauazlons aaunnsnisaaai
Bszapmasiin TnguaAniifonyunndnnisaalsznisressinedslasuuannein
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3. waRaaasmsiaulaaaenuas (Self-Determination)

fnTuusaAnniaiaanlenaaueesiau Ded et dl. (2017) 83U7827 Self-
Determination Theory TuasAnaanuan iungquinisiinuaaues (SDT) uaziaiu
nqufnnnIaredusigelannsyEsiddauInisnnannfsideifsadunssgelanie
uaznEuen uazrensllgnisideifieaiuesansniainesuazunuenaus 49933n SDT
TunaAndiduuuamietunisasneleuie WAL U LATENINUIARBH T AL
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Uszn19fiaes N19n9zaasIan9nigifias (Political Decentralization) 1
n19dRseasAnsiftyafitunn ansngnuisuaznismiinisdensriauinis
yipadiu

U52N19RaH N19N9LATEIMITNNNTARS (Fiscal Decentralization) Navin
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maauasnnisUnasamasiutusgadalnun aznelmamaznadlnetuszdy
nasiin faazedulneununisfisousan Uszmsulnanuuuineinida (Gutmann,
2007) dmudazidlneuunniafaausannemilszasulnatugaiaqiuinaoniun
nsfigausannemadeseainly Jyweesssrsulnouuudaunusuauenn Toun
1) Avsanlauazaayantnindediiiisme lunyuiiansidends 2) sedugfians
Lﬁﬂﬂéﬁﬁﬁﬁ@aﬁﬂﬁ6]3)ﬂﬁﬁn@%mLWmﬂqﬁ@mﬁmﬂqqu%uﬁmﬁﬂumquﬁ:UEUUﬁzﬁqﬁﬂfmﬂ
Aue Tagianminfinessy

Foupastnlszanmuianusantuniadnaulanasniafiasiaenas (The Socil
Contract) AautlazrdulnauunEnuinide auasuimaifiosiansamniadaanlanis
n19llevagnesaunay Feanngnlslnftunisunasomasiniiasanfifuiiuaz
Uszmnsidmauannandaniayaneluafiaisisostn dabuaanisunasamesiuag
datlszasulnelovinemTussdugiuain uaziiddgyaitiunisladszansulned
marnmaefiEEnsaiiuna aas1iaEy aseinamnsaufiabdudugUesenlalu

FLAUNDITU



18 | Journal of Patthana Wanamrung

Vol.1 No.1 (January — June 2024)

v Y a ¥ A o
Q']ﬂLLH')?’I@LL@%Q@Nﬂqsmgﬂqsﬂ‘sqﬂﬂm']‘?.l'ﬂ\‘lLLu'JﬂﬂVI@ﬁﬂu@ﬂﬂqsﬁulﬁﬂ

tnsgessuuy

waAansamasiulmsnuioszusaniuniafioesszesuEu
NRIUGIR 2475 fifinans sz Rensaduumauian.a. 2476 TW uAnITREMW
nesnAfdymuazaUsssaiiranamazniidalassredagluuunisUnasedu
ndnAedamnelnatuaansnoin1TUnAT0emIaY T19HBIANSUNATENEINEITuAIY
Aenaiiinuniassdazidnenacfiufatuniendsigsssuyuseeiondns e
WA, 2540 3BNINEDINANTIEANIUNT TE3TaT Ty WNTITEN0Nd NS N WA 2540
nuaedl 5 wuanlauneAugIuunesy nnen 78 Toyaffan “Sgmasnszatadiunain
nasiufspuasuazinaulalufsnimeastulnesimunasegianesiuiazasuy
asnanglTnAuazansnsnnisnanaslasaseiugansanamasinlmiafue:
wleniiindazme saananiaiandmdaifinanansen dussananasamesiu
swntngy TneAflsdamunanomedssanmlugoriaie

Turouefisgessnynunisnzainndngne wnsdnany 2550 nuandl 5
uulennefugIuunedy aauit 3 wanlsutenisudnissgniawsuin Yoy oannnsn
78 (3) A9N21 “Nazanasne esAnslnATasaaunasauisnesuazinaulaln
Aanisraaasinlaies auasniasrnsUnasasaamasiuiigasantuniariiuntg
anusaulguneuguunedy Wauirsugisramasinuazsruuasianinauas
A51904UN"5 AADATIATIATNANgIuaITmunATnesin Tiafouammfiendiui
Uszmel s0unaimudamdafifiaanunsaniduesansunasssaaunasiineuinlngy
Tadnflsflaamnasaineasasrulndminin

i lnsgaganynumanratandnsg e w.e. 2560 deiadulrogyhulaqiue
§1997 249 1eye]Fian

“aalatsdunng 1 Mitn19danisUn ATaeRUNaTuR AN 113
UnATBeAmasmaaninTtoieslszranlunesin sl maAinisuazsUuunnsAns

UnATassIunestiuiingnune ey s



1TENTAMUINNTII 19

7 1 atfufl 1 (ns1ax — Rguies 2567)

v & P 1 v 2 v o P
ﬂ’ﬁ@ﬂGN’ENﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ‘iﬂ\iﬂ?%ﬂﬂ\iﬂu?ugﬂLLUUT@‘IT%ﬁ"Iﬁ\‘]ﬁ\‘]L"VG]‘H’]‘J'N&!"H@\‘]

Ugea 7y a9 HLAZATHNAINITO IN1TUN ATEIALES HATHI18 TR SIHIRILASAITH

PAUILHWADIUTZEINT kA AUTNTIR95SURAaULUSZNaUNAW”

o A

azinlnasgsssayeyatudaqiulndnuenss “aaniaimufamdaiidans
wsnnbiussansUnasassaunasivawia vy’ sanlensgsssnyey Melusnszus

|

NNFLEANNTTUNATRIAUEI DB UL Tf U1 A BN AR IEna T dRa sl
ABARINANITUNGEAMAN 2535 TA8Lan1zn 15 IaUe IDIANANII19THBLNAS
aydlas wilnlpFunisnauaunsuasitngnTRRMIBIANITUEM AL a
2537 uaTiEoNADUNIAAN1TNTLINE S TUFTETTHY QYN AL 2540 unannefiiiiu
SU59HIBINSTUA A BT I RS AN TR ENA RT3 §ETTHYEY 2550 Aafitmigy
FuBes punEanEaeHnIInN 2554 wlmduunwilunisenane wezsmniayalfsndey
UANg9 A Bes samAT LN Mee9ANE IuN199ANaRLEY (Self Determination

Rights) waztszsndyimsuuuy3nuannde (Deliberative Democracy) Funuazlnsausan

188019919111 1 NENANLENEADUSYEINITANT uANLEEANTIRN19EaE N9l
22 wauAAN 2557 A9vina19 w.su denly (Uszenln, 2563) uazmann
AtizNTINN1TUGTUNgUNNe (AUN.) An19en919 “n.g.u.50deuuanie918n199endn

TANITAWEY WA WA A USEnIA e asIiNnN1TuAa 819 (5 N SsUaNnI1SaR

Bl[g

eﬂ

Tunnadedulangnanesgaauyan.a. 2550 fanamensiatunislrdasnis
nTvaEsIALarNIIRIEE NS TadAnTmueenia TaTy aATueneen 78 (3) denana
waaturnem finsmnaunnesiniifaanunsantunisimmndudumesdnauning
Usznautuaainugmisniafiasdigemdssgs sy uneaeenandna e o,
2550 aufin1afsnniznsannsfsututuasesgunaaians i uasfinelaueni
iy Tunisufsulaseaandinaiie n1anazansgiuauimadnnisainiguially
NesiNIAENI9NTEaNEENNBIBIANTUN ATEIEINe IR gUazsTL gHYs LaznA
Uszmdenn TngasianaddyAon1aguidngnan1aaamgRnianaIsifinamanaas
dutuuan (Aniznsannials, 2554) suAnauannisndeuionisniadesudnuns:

= ' ! o/ o/ o/ d%/ o/ dl ! a dl 9<t
PIBUTENTNIINIATANTIAULDITN ’f’]%L‘LA’f’]\‘i’V’IﬂT’f’]ﬂ’INLL‘lﬁQﬂi:ﬁLLNﬂ"ﬁﬁ{]gﬂL‘W’ﬂLLﬂ yi|



20 I Journal of Patthana Wanamrung

Vol.1 No.1 (January — June 2024)

Joymzednueasdinn a1y Meiiindesnesmindan1snuiednan 43 Samdnsu
INNN3398FUUUNAIN  TWNNTPLBUWIARGHIAN BBLAUDEIATYABNITHWLNLN

v v 1

193n1AL sz TN 1A RENAINI1TIENITTINTR RAUNLMIENTITNTEINRNATIEY
gudnnaziuiudadnuanenisimu Tnefansddddmy e 1) n190e9Ameung
AT ITASANTTAMBURBNTUNITINGAE 2) N1TTAVINTINTza Ty n] fuazsausan
setedazmmaiiafiusnngmaing nquuaniiduindeufedusniamiuasuaznfa (A
FLRAT ATUINYT, 2557)

Raflnnendssguasnnem e, 2557 Basdandndanisnuasfgnifuiuluy
aniziiazvausmnaiion (nefundsensszuussnisfunmasiugnusuimnenisadas
Tusantniiniadendonan 7 § fefinnadandayuimauaraninaniasnnisuannaanu
SmdnuazmauiatluUaned 2563 uazautl 2564 MEIFURINDIANITUFNTEI
FuagsaifinguEnmaciiudnuinisndounrasiglasmnsivlagiu isvazuanaes
sqUazmainfinnazguiRneIANMsUEMTEINd I IRANEEn uazAeN TS TITTHYT I
STRNTNT Y W.A1. 2560 filn Ity affesvimanlulssiiunis W Sandaia
arnsan ImiuesansUnasasaauasiineun iy wasiivianlandunuaniinisfis
Frang1annaaaugAnianla s sansyy wazinfiaangfainfingnangszdu
WaraiTy O ASUTEvaguATLANTLUATENNNTAENTas Mg UAN TN RIUN ANIARY

TrgiAestuazuusmns F9neen1sas9A N Hla 999D g N3 g a3 INyIIe Y

agUAIN

Tuidasusnsgraadesmaifiasaunsnlnasasanesln iwaznaifiaed
wanaLazd AN ussan unIaiunTzaEinaesen nsenazniadeduluncs
ananiatilanianteniafiasuardonuanuunaAnaafen nadidangninianauaans
SrnedgaenantslnaTasasiuasmne 14 1 ndnezniaesdauuuunnon
Aannneln azvenuainfauisavinlaunenduiguunenda waflasdaufininiias
asuazdinAnaasnlpiuiu dedduigadsaludgaden famusudnisgeacan
unumasuazinsuaiaszuniansi (Auonomy) waztuanizifeadufinazansdanng

(Decentralization) MunMagLnATasiusziugas MN1INTW Weaa1985 U lALNTS LW



11981TWMUINNFI] 21

71 1 atfufl 1 (ns1an - Rguies 2567)

guuanBlng Anosguauiiannesuisuazsmennnisunsnussainsy lnamnnz
a Aa ! A ! Ao ¥ & o
wAnHITaHYEaAHEINITa NN A B TuaT NI ALANTIFNNTa AN
A1Le9(A (Self-managing Community) WAEaInSneAuataineflrsanduiaraasdaian
winlafinnisdnnisauesiazne iinnisyeiulunisyinemsan i nnslndnauls

UszanBulnenimss (Direct Democracy) Tnanszuaunisiaausanseafisngiuuy us

% 1%
=

o o/ o a s e a
Wﬁuﬂu’]ﬂﬁNﬁu@]ﬂ\‘iﬁﬂu"lﬂLgﬂLLNzL‘VIN"IzN’]‘Vi‘E‘Uﬂ"l‘iﬂ"l‘i\‘i%fl@]"ﬂﬂ\‘m‘l“}‘iﬂﬁ TWEIT"D’LL‘LAQFI@I

[

gassnyaientunisdunalnlunisiueaswieiuandeneesenludsannisunases

|
o

WLe9

ynfangonn fidnsssifmaninisdnasosiinfiasdamnennisfs
Tudn.e. 2435 frauareiuluszuunisUnaseessefuiud deiliessuuaiy ad
papuAguALAana g uazn1TUnATsuUL AN A Neesn guBale Aou
uneifiaasefiaznanyunasensigmenenisdanismesinnienades fineuandn

o/

SN BEIEIIN1SUNATBILAZNNTAA IWIEAUANT TNTAnIsAues uazsgaenNazinfiy

L &

@LLZ\]@%IINMZ\]’JN"] mﬂgﬁLmuma‘ﬂﬂmmﬁmﬁ'uﬁmuﬁﬂuiﬁgﬂﬁﬂ?waiﬁﬂzimmu fl
mmm@%mmyfmLLmﬁmvﬁ@qmwmmﬁmqmaﬁm%qmﬁﬂﬁ TasannzurafnAa
nnFUNATEIAIBIIINEaN (Local Self-government) wiaARaAasduaAaasTun1g
UNAT8IAULDY (Local Autonomy) wuaAnamaan1sfinaulanaenuLe g (Self-
determination) WHIARANAREN19N9EA1EF119 (Decentralization) WiIARIAG 33 1@
warsunansUlng (State, Nation and Sovereignty) waznasnetmiinuszansulned
wmﬂwmﬂgmmu (Multi Pattern of Democracy) Gfm:é'fwiymﬁuﬁ’wm
ﬂ@'qfﬂmﬂﬂqﬂf@?ﬁqﬂﬂiﬂ‘;‘zmﬂﬂ"qmﬂﬁé’u@w%wmmLLmﬁmﬂ‘%ﬁm“ﬁwﬁ
(Neoliberdlism) UATUNIAAARIALTEFINANR1NNAT5717 1980 1A (qﬂﬂfmc’ﬁ
Fanas, 2564) ﬁ"w,ﬁum'mwmmmmuwmmmmﬂ%gmeﬁluﬁqqumﬂﬁ:ﬁwmm
nalnszAunesiin va%yuwmmmﬁmuﬁmﬁ'u%mﬁﬂﬂmmmumwm"ﬁ?u Theui
Uszaminguenans (Ciizen-centered) ag4lafnaunszifmansnisunase
nosfndamannsingnedas: LwﬁLﬁu@"ﬁmf«vﬁﬂ%‘uugmﬂﬂwu%guﬁﬂizﬁuLf;'nﬁm
nddey sl sz iufigmnasanisnmasussiuiuimassaiulng-nia un

MIPINAe19 00 AR R AN AT NLE1U91A9INEI NG -IA AT WINT2ULNITUNATEY



22 | Journal of Patthana Wanamrung

Vol.1 No.1 (January — June 2024)

=3 a

& o a ! v s
@ZTW@’]H’]@@N‘JZLLﬂﬂii‘h”]ﬁuLLﬂtLuuﬂﬁtﬁ’]ﬁuﬂu@uﬁﬂ@’]ﬁ NATTHATTNTHLATHN A

U
2

uazamTadanfstuanisianni lasgafidulgmniFe Sesdinn Mesnanns
gauu vndanaideiulusmneensszrmalymanadaussssAurRataniana
mmﬂj@Lﬂummmm:ﬂ‘aﬁmmﬁﬁg’jgﬁ (2554) uazannnazuauniainmidndszsnaulng
1955 ng W@orvinnlszmmunanadunaflesessnaiios dsanfulnainaciy
nazfednsunwniaifias nnanszmindeaniuaziadnimaasaulnieniaifies soud
ATNHADINNS NN ATLANS IV BINILN1aRTIRELNN [enTEYee5g

faauamsedaiisg naarnayu nud naoudndn fulszenaw Tugue

a9

v
a

1919998111998 gD eI THNNSiMLATEAEARAIEY INTIZETINT3ILAINTS
nszanesune i lndasing dmsusginenedniunisiiuaigasnounisguens
F¥n1afl 5 Acedn uANeITINID AT UETIN IuNTUnATE AL ST IUS1INNS AN
a9 LLﬁ%ﬁﬂmwmﬁxumwmimﬁ’qmiﬁﬁgﬂ %@mnﬁm‘;‘mméguL%qﬁﬁ:é’ﬁmﬂm%l,l,z;q
ngsangrasainaigadetnai sonanniendsuAnnianszansdiune 7if
nanaulunisdnmndiusssnansiguasiafiasnnsglasanaziaflasanaly

- K
NSERAN©ITH

& =
LENNTITBINDI
s [ ¥ _Q' A A L2
TﬂfW]?_I WINIH. (2553). 139ANTIABBIYDNYNYHUNSYIEN . NIUVINY 1 UWNTNTIWHN.

ATMENITNATU Y. (2554). UNINNAITUGIUUTENA 2DIaUDABNTIANITIHDIUALHE

EA L4

AnBidendd. Ruwassdt 3. wwmgs: dnineiuufsy (aus).

ANIVEI NARTENHLY. (2546). N1ailBIaavAaTay. NI : FTL.

B ANAENAURY. (2546). Uz dAmansBaTs. RUNASIA 4. nqamny : drinfiam
HATANENAYETIHANTRS.

upauns wallpgdmi. (2547). nanazanssmnatunsUnasasamadtusziunosin. T
a15nTHNITUNATEINEIaN g, naFuns e lnasmiuaz Aoy, wuns:

NOTHNTZUNLNA.



11TH1TWMUINNFI] 23

7 1 atfufl 1 (ns1an — Rguies 2567)

o

ARANHL unaduF. (2561). nrstsznauasngNis lusIuBaI WA, 2522-2435,
ﬁwmﬁwu%ﬂ%fyfymwﬁﬁmﬁm a2 e Benriunendaclnfnun
NNTINY RIS,

fgnauen wen. (2551). Jiymuargnnainagans unadmunlemueseeseuiuiod
AN, A fnns U3y AR anTanTodia QW’]mﬂﬁfﬁwﬁwmzﬁ’ﬂ.

598 A99LNA. (2563). 579999978 219255 ne. vn1E: WReaii,

U5 1.(2563). Tty SUNSEB: TN WILLSIMIASANTTAMET FEBIS I BUAAT.
(oevlan) FuAnii 13 nangnan 2564 910
https://prachatai.com/journal/2020/04/8 7040

f5L8HT ANLINTS. (2557). NTEUIUNITNTEIILBIHITGYNTY : NTEIANYIENTAT NS
nanaunlyLe5IninsANITANLeN. ’ﬁwmﬁwuéﬂ%fyfyﬂ%’gmﬂmumﬂ’mﬁm
ANRINTANANANENRE.

Tnse inea. (2532). 18NA19AIADY UsEIRAANTEITLTITIHAATL, HANTNTAM: AT
FIANFNENT NG AEUABUMA LA,

ASRY WNSUATIEA. (2562). 5980551 MY - N19IlBY BI4I9 UAZAIINNTITIVBY
(ADIL)TIHT. NTINNY : WFYU.

ANEATR 4977, (2564). ManTzaesng. tu n1aifles §1une Ay uanSgaIaRT
dinvaudsinssanmans, Uszdny nesfish (U3505019). NTINNY : FeN
UBviEnd,

ande Anaswi. (2555). nsilevaavdsaunasman : Feulanianedasesauds
wasfunaBan. Soyrd woilsan W), Wdeariu. 10(2).

TN qUANTINET. (2548). Ny UIMBAIUYATIATINEY FIANTNEIIBINYUINAIA
ALIUBBNIRENINTAD. NTIVINY : NFHU.

gunaty ¥aUYA. (2562). sz dRmansneaii - cJ"/ﬁryoﬁlumﬁmgmumwwt%\ﬁhngﬂm(
(AN 1amsnesiuAgsd. samnansaiy. TATInNsHARLATINELNIANT1UAS
NRITHITINT WENRUNITIHBINITUNATEY NPIAINEIRENNIRITATN.

A Barmadn. (2552). SnsasaaReNmEauNlBY. ngamwy ; wRww.


https://prachatai.com/journal/2020/04/87040

241 Journal of Patthana Wanamrung

Vol.1 No.1 (January — June 2024)

GV BIANATR LATANTIEAN ARSI NN, (2541). s IRAIARTEAINNAY
avmsulanasoiassfolaqui. AnnASR 2. aauunmu: dinaeasn
AAUTMUETIN WAV TREYBULNN.

ATINUARWNENR. (2564). aRRAUTIINSAIERAS Ussrmauasians. (2oulan) 1w1ds
St 1 Fevnan 2564 FINhttp://statbbi.nso.go.th/staticreport/page/sector/th/O1.aspx

BN IAATTITHITAN. (2552). LLU?ﬁIULUﬁ’E/ug%J : ﬁﬁywﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ‘mw;}wﬁ'u?wynjuﬁﬂgm
7991723750 Mg, NI ATINRNNNANANYIFLBITHAERS,

Gutmann, A. (2007). A Companion to Contemporary Political Philosophy. 2nd Edition
Volume | Edited by Robert E. Goodin, Philip Pettit and Thomas Pogge.

Heywood, A. (2012). Political Ideologies: An introduction. 5th edition. New York: Palgrave
macmillan.

Brown, M. P. (1992). The possibility of local autonomy. Urban Geography. 13(3), 257-
279.

Keyes, C.F. (2556). ISAN : Regionalism in Northeastern Thailand. A g4I WY @ 3 A HT
TAS9NFANITIANF AT URTHIHE AR,

Clark, G. L. (1984). A theory of local autonomy. Annals of the Association of American
Geographers. 74(2), 195-208.

Chirkov, V., Ryan, R. M., Kim, Y., & Kaplan, U. (2003). Differentiating autonomy from
individualism and independence: A self-determination theory perspective on
internalization of cultural orientations and well-being. Journal of Personality and
Social Psychology. 84(1), 97-110.

Deci, E. L., Olafsen, A. H., & Ryan, R. M. (2017). Self-determination theory in work
organizations: The state of a science. Annual review of organizational
psychology and organizational behavior, 17(4), 19-43.

Held, D. (2564). Model of Democracy W17/ 52515U e, gNnBuIu ﬁumémni (uia).
NN Jﬂmﬂﬂ.

Hannum, H. (2011). Autonomy, sovereignty, and self-determination: The accommodation

of conflicting rights. University of Pennsylvania press.


http://statbbi.nso.go.th/staticreport/page/sector/th/01.aspx

1NTHITAMUINTNTII 25

7 1 atfufl 1 (ns1an — Rguies 2567)

Harrison, K., & Boyd, T. (2018). Understanding political ideas and movements. Manchester
University Press.

Ladner, A., Keuffer, N., Baldersheim, H., Hlepas, N., Swianiewicz, P., Steyvers, K., &
Navarro, C. (2019). Patterns of local autonomy in Europe. Cham: Palgrave
Macmillan.

Pratchett, L. (2004). Local autonomy, local democracy and the ‘new localism’. Political
studies. 52(2), 358-375.

Rhodes et al. (2003). Decentralization the Civil Service: From Unitary State to
Differentiated Polity in the United Kingdom. Buckingham: Open University Press.

Wright, J. (1999). Minority groups, autonomy, and self-determination. Oxford Journal of
Legal Studies. 19(4), 605-629.



