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Abstract

There are two ways to analyze Thai democracy: locally and nationally. The Black May 1992

incident, which cleared the path for democratic reforms represented in the 1997 Constitution of the
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Kingdom of Thailand, was the only notable event that had an impact on local democracy between 1992
and 202 1. During this time, decentralization and municipal politics briefly increased, giving residents
more authority. However, these democratic gains were severely hampered by the military takeovers in
2006 and 2014. They used bureaucratic processes to regain centralized state control while weakening
local self-governance. The functions of local administrative institutions, which are the cornerstone of
local democracy, were marginalized by this change, which primarily used regional and local leaders like
headmen and village chiefs. As a result, local political and administrative processes in Thailand have

been shaped and dominated by national politics.

Keywords: national democracy, local democracy, hegemony
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