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Abstract

This article examines the social reflections and cultural of Isan people through the use of
rhetorical devices in Luk Isan, a novel by Kampoon Boontawee, a significant literary work that
documents the social conditions, beliefs, and cultural contexts of rural communities in Northeastern
Thailand before the development of Thai infrastructure. The study adopts an analytical framework
comprising six types of rhetoric as proposed by Wichian Ketpratum, which are descriptive, narrative,
hortatory, illustrative, simile-based, and expository rhetoric. The purpose is to investigate how these
linquistic strategies function in conveying the redlities of everyday life.

Findings indicate that each rhetorical type contributes distinctively to a multifaceted portrayal
of Isan rural life, encompassing economic, cultural practices, and beliefs. Descriptive rhetoric delineates
arid landscapes, subsistence struggles, and kinship structures. Narrative rhetoric generates affective
resonance and aesthetic imagery that reveal characters’ tastes, values, and material deprivation.
Hortatory rhetoric, articulated through parental and monastic teachings, foregrounds indigenous moral
systems rooted in nature and religion. lllustrative rhetoric invokes ancestral narratives as moral
exemplars, reinforcing perseverance and dignity. Simile-based rhetoric reframes lived experiences by
linking emotions to familiar rural objects, thereby producing new layers of meaning. Lastly, expository
rhetoric systematically conveys local knowledge, including culinary practices, occupational skills, and

ritual procedures.

Keywords: An Analysis, Social and cultural Reflections, Rhetorical Devices, the Novel Luk E-san
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