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Abstract

This article examines the role of physicians as state officials within the framework of
administrative law, with particular attention to the State Officials” Liability for Wrongful Acts Act B.E.
2539 (1996). This statute functions as a central mechanism for safeguarding the rights of individuals
who suffer harm resulting from medical treatment performed in the course of official duties. Critically,
the Act establishes the principle that the State bears primary responsibility for compensating the injured
party, thereby ensuring that remedies are delivered promptly and equitably. At the same time, it
provides legal protection for officials who act in good faith, shielding them from personal liability except
in cases involving intentional misconduct or gross negligence, which constitute personal wrongs
governed by the Civil and Commercial Code. The article further analyzes the distinction between
administrative torts and civil torts by considering the nature of the legal relationship, the extent of state
authority exercised, and the respective judicial forums with jurisdiction over each category. It also
explicates the procedural steps for seeking compensation from state agencies under Section 11 of the
Act, as well as the process for filing claims before the Administrative Court pursuant to Section 5 both
of which serve as essential instruments for protecting injured parties. To illuminate these principles, the
discussion incorporates selected Administrative Court judgments that illustrate the standards governing
medical discretion and the criteria applied in determining administrative tort liability. The article
ultimately argues that the enforcement of administrative tort law in the medical profession creates a
necessary balance between protecting citizens’ rights and safeguarding state officials. This legal
framework enhances public trust in the healthcare system and establishes coherent, effective standards

for the performance of official duties within the public sector.

Keywords: The role of Doctors, Social responsibility and public service, Administrative tort law
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