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ABSTRACT

This academic article analyzes the dynamics of collective security management and
regional governance in ASEAN amidst the complex landscape of transnational threats during 2025-
2026. The study focuses on the evolving security situations along Thailand’s borders with
neighboring countries, which are currently confronting non-traditional security challenges, including
the rise of cybercrime syndicates in border Special Economic Zones (SEZs), human trafficking, and
the spillover effects of regional political instability. The analysis critically evaluates the limitations
of the "ASEAN Way" and its non-interference principle, which often impede timely and effective
responses to borderless threats.

Drawing on security governance frameworks, the article identifies border regions as critical
vulnerabilities resulting from coordination gaps among member states and inconsistent regulatory
measures in border economic areas. To mitigate these risks, the article proposes the "ASEAN
Sustainable Security Governance Model" based on the concept of "Responsible Sovereignty." Key
policy recommendations include the establishment of border governance networks, the
harmonization of security standards in SEZs, and the development of transparent and accountable
cooperation mechanisms. These proposals aim to provide a strategic roadmap for reforming
ASEAN’s security architecture to effectively counter transnational threats in the long term.
Keywords: Collective Security Management; Border Governance; ASEAN; Transnational Threats;
Special Economic Zones; ASEAN Way
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