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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to (1) investigate problems in folklore education at the higher
education level and (2) explore effective approaches for organizing folklore learning activities
in universities. Data were collected through questionnaires administered to 49 fourth-year
Thai language education students at Chiang Rai Rajabhat University during the 2025 academic year
and semi-structured interviews with seven folklore instructors from various higher education
institutions. Content analysis was employed to analyze the collected data.

The findings revealed that problems in folklore education could be categorized into
six areas: insufficient foundational knowledge of folklore studies, difficulties in data classification
and categorization, challenges in connecting field data with theoretical frameworks, limited
competency in integrating folklore into Thai language pedagogy, inadequate experience
in developing folklore-based learning materials, and challenges in the practical application
of acquired knowledge in real teaching contexts.

The study identified seven key approaches for enhancing folklore education:
(1) establishing systematic foundational knowledge through structured curriculum design,
(2) promoting experiential leamning through field work and community engagement,
(3) incorporating diverse case studies from multiple cultural contexts, (4) fostering analytical and
critical thinking skills, (5) developing competencies in folklore-based Thai language instruction,
(6) integrating digital technology and multimedia in folklore presentation, and (7) strengthening
students' communication and knowledge dissemination abilities. These findings contribute to
improving folklore pedagogy and preparing future educators with comprehensive folklore teaching
competencies.

Keywords: Folklore, Problems, Learning Activities
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