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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to analyze the types of errors in the essays,
(2) to study the causes of errors in writing English paragraphs, and (3) to study the guidelines
for the development of teaching and learning writing in Basic Writing for Teachers of English
course. The population used in this study was 24 students, English major, Faculty of Education,
Nakhon Si Thammarat Rajabhat University. The research instrument was 2 English paragraph
writing tests; “At present” and “My future plan” with 150-200 words each. The data was
collected by checking for writing errors. The statistics used in the research is percentage. The
results showed that the top 5 most common mistakes were punctuation, verb tense, wrong
form, run-on and sentence fragment, respectively. The cause of this error was due to the
influence of Thai language, the mother tongue, which was transferred to the target language
in terms of vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structure. These findings could develop to
teaching and learning in Basic Writing for Teachers of English course by designing appropriate
activities and exercises and emphasizing the error correction that were found in this research.

Keywords : Error Analysis, Paragraph Writing, Writing Skill
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