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The process of strengthening community occupational

groups for self-reliance.
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Abstract

The Four major objectives of the study were 1) Study the current situation of the
Rak Ban Kerd Agricultural Group, Dan Sub-district, Rasi Salai District, SisaketProvince. 2) Study
the activities to create participation in the development of occupational groups for self-
reliance. The research used a qualitative research process. Focusing on in-depth interviews
with 15 key informants, 10 focus group discussions, data analysis using logic comparable
with concepts. theory coupled with context and using descriptive statistics. The findings

were summed up as follows.

The findings were summed up as follows:

1) the current state of the Rak Ban Kerd Agricultural Group in Dan Subdistrict,
Rasi Salai District, Sisaket Province is a group formed by individuals who primarily engage in
agriculture. They also pursue other occupations to supplement their income and achieve
self-reliance. Recognizing the importance of unity, they believe that by coming together,
they can achieve sustainability and true self-sufficiency. The Rak Ban Kerd Agricultural Group
receives strong cooperation and participation from its members, as the group’s objectives
stem from shared problems and needs. This has fostered ongoing collaboration within the
group and its network..

2) Activities to promote participation in developing self-reliant occupational groups
can be categorized into three types: (1) Career/Income Development: This includes
fattening cattle, preparing feed for fattening cattle, cage fish farming, fish processing (such as
fermented fish and sour fish), and other related products. (2)Group Capacity Building:
Representatives or members participate in capacity-building activities organized by partner
agencies, aiming to develop the group and its members and enhance occupational skills.
(3) Cultural Promotion: Organizing various traditional events such as the Phra Wet Maha
Chat festival, merit-making with Maha Chat sermons, family reunions for house blessings,

and almsgiving ceremonies.

Keywords: Strengthening activities, self-reliant communities
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